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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
MARTIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY – JANUARY 4, 2022 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

 
The regular meeting of the Martin County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 
a.m. by Chairman Elliot Belgard.  Commissioners present were James Forshee, Elliot Belgard, 
Steve Flohrs, Kathy Smith, and Richard Koons.  Also present were Scott Higgins, Martin County 
Coordinator, Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, Jessica Korte, Martin County 
Auditor/Treasurer, Brooke Wohlrabe, Sentinel Newspaper, Julie Walters, Administrative 
Assistant, and members of staff and public. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Commissioner Belgard called for nominations for Chair for the year 2022. 
 
Commissioner Forshee nominated Commissioner Elliot Belgard to remain Board Chair for the 
year 2022; and nominated Commissioner Koons to remain Board Vice Chair for the year 2022. 
 
Commissioner Belgard called for any other nominations.  There were none. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, to nominate and cast a 
unanimous ballot for Elliot Belgard as Chair for 2022; and to nominate and cast a unanimous ballot 
for Richard Koons as Vice Chair for 2022.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the minutes of the November 16, 2021 
regular Board of Commissioners meeting.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Pam Flitter, Planning and Zoning Director, was present and reviewed a Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) request from W. Lorentz & Sons Construction (Beverly Schleininger, property owner) 
within Section 25 of Fairmont Township.  Flitter noted the CUP request was brought before the 
Planning Commission on December 28, 2021.  W. Lorentz & Sons Construction is proposing to 
mine gravel and sand in an “SL-1” Shoreland Special Protection District and an “A” Agricultural 
District.  The Martin County Zoning Ordinance requires a CUP for any mining operation in both 
of those districts.  The property address is 943 245th Avenue, Fairmont, MN.   
 
Flitter noted W. Lorentz & Sons Construction entered into an Agreement with Beverly 
Schleininger to process sand and gravel on her property located in Fairmont Township, Section 
25.  Per the Agreement, Lorentz Construction is granted the consent to prepare the land, process 
sand and gravel, and stock pile.  The CUP application was originally received in August 2021.  
Lorentz’s were directed to contact Soil and Water.  During this time, research was done to see if 
any existing CUP was still in effect.  One could not be found on this parcel.  On August 6, 2021, 
Dustin Benes from Soil and Water requested that Lorentz & Sons fill out a Wetland Conservation 
Act Joint Application to determine if the proposed activity will impact a wetland area.  Given the 
time frame required to receive said determination, Lorentz decided to pull the application until a 
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later date.  The original application and checks were returned to Lorentz.  On November 12, 2021 
the Wetland Conservation Act Application was approved.  It was determined that the proposed 
excavation area to remove sand and gravel is in the southern portion of the site.  There is an area 
on the northern portion that may be a wetland, but Lorentz Construction does not propose to 
excavate in the wetland.  Lorentz anticipates a 200-foot buffer between the potential wetland and 
the excavation area and along with a berm and silt fence around the excavation area.  This should 
mitigate any precipitation related runoff from the excavation site to the wetland. 
 
Flitter went on to note truck traffic will access the site from 245th Avenue and go north to 95th 
Street and then east to 260th Avenue.  Lorentz & Sons Construction plans to maintain the roads 
due to their traffic with a road grader and spraying the road to help alleviate dust.  The process 
includes: 

• Strip the top soil. 
• Berms placed around the perimeter of the property. 
• Berms will be seeded and silt fence will be placed on outside of berm until vegetation is in 

place. 
• Berms and silt fence will serve as a safety/privacy fence and to prevent run off from leaving 

the property. 
• Areas to be inspected after a substantial rain event to make sure it is in design form and 

working properly. 
After material has been removed from the property, the slopes will be sloped at a 3:1 ratio and the 
land will be covered with onsite topsoil.  This process will start once an area of the land is ready.  
After restoration, the land may be used for farming or grass/recreation land.  The silt fence will 
stay in place until proper vegetation is in place.  Operation will be for a period of ten years, starting 
in the winter of 2022.  Hours of operation will be from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday.  There will be a person onsite during all extractions.  All processing and operation will 
take place in accordance to all local and state laws.  State licensing will be applied for if the CUP 
is approved. 
 
Flitter also noted notices had been sent to Township and City of Fairmont Officials, surrounding 
land owners/residences, and DNR Area Hydrologist.  The notice was placed on the Martin County 
Website and on the Martin County Facebook page.  The Public Notice was published in the official 
county paper, the Truman Tribune.  The Planning Commission had received one comment from a 
neighboring landowner with concerns of the close proximity to a wetland area, amount of truck 
traffic, length of time the project will run, and the noise generated from the equipment.  The 
response from Dan Girolamo, DNR Hydrologist, stated that the land used to the south is also gravel 
and sand mining.  After review, he stated that expanding this pit to the north seems reasonable as 
long as the BPM’s (best management practices) listed on the application are installed and 
maintained.  He had no other further concerns. 
 
Flitter noted that Wendy Chirpich, Planning and Zoning Technician, read into the record a 
response from Kevin Peyman, Martin County Highway Engineer.  He had received a call from 
Fairmont Township wanting to know who was responsible for maintaining the road.  Mr. Peyman 
said that the County has a gravel pit site that is across the road from the proposed site.  The County 
typically hauls out of their site for two weeks out of the year.  During those two weeks, the County 
Highway Department treats for dust and maintains the roads they use.  The County will continue 
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to do this when they are using their pit.  The new proposed pit owners/operators will be responsible 
for maintenance while their pit is in operation and are using the roads.  Additional 
comments/requests made by attendees: 
1. Fairmont Township: 
    a. Request notification of days of operation. 
    b. The County uses chloride for dust control.  The Township does not want multiple applications 
        of chloride.  Communicate with Township to ensure this does not happen. 
    c. Maintain truck speed to 30-45 miles per hour. 
    d. Currently the Township uses material shipped in from Iowa to maintain their roads.  Township 
        would like to see applicant continue to use current material. 
    e. Repair frost boils. 
    f. Applicant to take care of 245th Avenue from 82nd Street to 95th Street. 
    g. Applicant to use existing approach; no new driveway. 
    h. Would like applicants to implement “good neighbor” policy by notifying neighboring  
        landowners when operating. 
2. Pleasant Prairie Township: 
    a. Township would like to see applicant maintain 95th Street. 
    b. Would like to be kept “in the loop” as it pertains to operations. 
    c. Pleasant Prairie Township agrees with above comments/requests made by Fairmont  
       Township. 
With no further comments from the Township or City of Fairmont Officials and surrounding 
landowners/residences, the Planning Commission moved forward to review the criteria for issuing 
or denying the request.   
 
Flitter went on to note on Tuesday, December 28, 2021 based on the findings of fact Bob Lintelman 
made a motion to approve and recommend approval of the CUP request from W. Lorentz & Sons, 
applicant, and Beverly Schleininger, property owner, to the Martin County Board of 
Commissioners with the following conditions: 

• Adhere to the Martin County Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to mining. 
• Installation of silt fence until vegetative cover is established to prevent erosion into public 

waters. 
• Restoration plan must be followed. 
• Wetland delineation plan to be completed. 
• Any additional permits and licenses required by the State of Minnesota must be obtained 

by the applicant. 
• Notify Townships of hauling operations.  Use good communication. 
• Work with Townships pertaining to chloride application. 
• Limit truck speeds to a safe and reasonable speed. 
• Maintain roads to the reasonable satisfaction of the Townships. 
• Hours of operation: 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. for general operation and 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. for crushing. 
• Failure to comply with conditions may result in revocation of the CUP. 

 
Flitter also noted as we know a conditional use permit is a conditionally permitted use in that 
district which says you are allowed to be in that district as long as you meet particular conditions.  
If these conditions are not met the revocation of the permit can be done immediately. 
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Chairman Belgard was given a signed petition in opposition to granting the Conditional Use Permit 
to be kept for the official record.  Belgard noted what we have going today is we have a couple of 
options.  We can approve it (the CUP) by recommendation, we can deny it (the CUP) if we have 
reason, or we can put it (the CUP) back to the Planning Commission if we think that some 
questions haven’t been answered.  But we have to have reason to do that.  And, I want everybody 
in the audience here today (to know) that this is not a public hearing.  
 
Terry Viesselman, County Attorney, was present and noted the Ordinance does not allow you to 
send it back to the Planning Commission to relook at it.  The decision has been made by them and 
it is in your ballpark now.  Viesselman went on to note you don’t have to make a decision today.  
If you have questions as to whether or not you want the Planning Commission to look at something 
specific...you can ask them and they can give you that; but according to Ordinance it still comes 
back to this Board at this stage.  If you do send it back and you want them to relook at something, 
it does not provide for that in the Ordinance. It is probably okay but you’re going outside the plain 
language of the Ordinance.  Viesselman noted the Zoning Ordinance says that this kind of 
conditional use permit is permitted for mining in Ag land and it sets standards and if the standards 
are met it has to be granted.   Our Ordinance sets forth what your findings are to be and that’s what 
you are to look at and make a decision based on that.  Again, you don’t have to do it today; and, 
you can have a public hearing on it if you wish. 
 
There was some discussion and questions from the public. After further discussion by the Board  
in consideration of the CUP request, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby set a public hearing date and time to further 
review a Conditional Use Permit request received within Section 25 of Fairmont Township.  Public 
Hearing will be held on Tuesday, February 1, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. in the Commissioners Meeting 
Room – Martin County Courthouse.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Viesselman noted the County Attorney’s Office has nothing new to report. 
 
Scott Higgins, Martin County Coordinator, was present and noted he has been informed that the 
Martin County Water Plan Committee member terms for Jeff Ziemer, Tonya Klunder, and Kurt 
Koehler expired December 31, 2021, and that the three are eligible and willing to serve an 
additional term. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the reappointment of the 
following Martin County Citizens to the Martin County Water Plan Committee for an additional 
three-year term, effective January 1, 2022:  Jeff Ziemer, representing City of Fairmont Resident, 
Tonya Klunder, representing Bio-Fuels Industry, and Kurt Koehler, representing Township.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
Judd Schultz, Minnesota Valley Action Council Housing Director, was present and provided 
updates on several projects. 
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Schultz noted first of all we had a project here in Fairmont that we had requested funds for.  It was 
a COVID casualty as far as timing.  Then the homeowner got sick and was not in the property for 
a couple of months and staying with a relative.  The homeowner let somebody live there during 
the end of last winter, furnace went out, and the person just walked away from the property and 
didn’t tell anyone so all the pipes froze and burst and the house is ruined.  My inspector had been 
out there, we had been looking at other sources that could potentially help this person, but the 
damage was just too great and literally the home just needs to be destroyed.  So, that project is not 
going forward.  Schultz also noted I dropped off a check back to the County today for that money 
just so we have the paper trail and then the lien has to be satisfied.  So that project will not go 
forward.  The returned money is a little over $8,000. 
 
Schultz went on to note the other thing I wanted to talk to you about is we have always recorded 
these revolving funds prior to any new money coming into a project.  Our state housing agency 
changed how they wanted the process to go which resulted in revolving funds getting recorded 
after the state funds.  We worked very hard with them trying to get them to understand that these 
revolving funds or these local funds are very important when we’re trying to do projects especially 
now that costs have increased dramatically and they have agreed now that their projects will wait 
to be recorded and all revolving funds or all local funds will be recorded before their funds.  So, 
they will take that junior lien position with that bigger amount of funds.  So, we have that in place.  
They literally changed their manual and changed their processes for this so I just wanted to reassure 
you that I know that was a concern and we got that fixed.  This was a concern for everybody not 
just us, it was for any agency like ours that was accessing local funds to help fund these projects.  
So, you can now be assured that when I come to you and ask for revolving funds you will be 
recorded ahead of any of that new money whether it is from our state housing finance agency or 
whether it's through a small cities project.  All local funds will be in a better lien position.   
 
Schultz continued for the new revolving funds request I do not believe the owner has a mortgage 
on the property so these funds would be recorded prior to our rehab loan money going in so it 
would be in that first position.  Essentially what I have is a project where once again we go into 
these houses and do these inspections and there are certain things we have to do.  We have to deal 
with lead issues, health and safety issues.  We’re not remodeling, we’re rehabbing.  So, we are 
really looking at since it is our one opportunity to go in that place, we have to look at those 
electrical and plumbing systems that could be causing problems.  And then we’re just looking at 
general safety concerns about the home.  So, in this case we have a lot of lead and a lot of electrical 
and plumbing issues and that’s pretty much taking up all of our rehab loan dollars and we have a 
lot of interior work that needs to be done to make the home safe.  We have a lot of flooring issues, 
ceilings that need to be redone...so it is just trying to get that home so it is safe for that particular 
household.  That includes hardwire smoke and CO detectors.  My request is $18,638.00 and if you 
approve that then I will send an email to Jessica (Korte) when those funds are needed. 
 
Jessica Korte, Martin County Auditor/Treasurer, was present and noted the County has funds 
available in the revolving funds account for this project. 
 
Commissioner Smith inquired the value of this house and how much money has already been put 
into the house. 
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Schultz noted it would be about $56,000 that we’ll be putting in.  The County’s $18,638 would be 
first and the $37,000 from Minnesota Housing.   
 
Chairman Belgard noted the estimated market value on that property is $19,700.  What do you 
predict that will be when the rehab is complete? 
 
Schultz we generally use the rule of thumb of half and that’s always been a standing rule with 
Minnesota Housing and even our small cities that you can have half the value of the improvements.  
I would assume you’d at least get a $25,000 increased value.   
 
After review, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve funding request in the amount of 
$18,638.00 from the Martin County Area Redevelopment Fund for a one-time rehabilitation 
project through the Small Cities Development Program in the City of Sherburn, MN; and that 
Martin County is recorded as the First Lien against the property located at 115 S. Main Street in 
Sherburn, MN; and that Judd Schultz, Minnesota Valley Action Council Housing Director, agrees 
with Martin County’s First Lien position ahead of any other program funding.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Kevin Peyman, County Engineer, was present to recommend the reclassification of Jason Steuber 
from Highway Maintenance Specialist to Heavy Equipment Operator.  Peyman noted when we 
reviewed our job descriptions this year, we determined that one of our regular maintenance 
workers is 90 percent of the time doing things that fall under the heavy equipment operator job.   
The Personnel Committee has reviewed and agrees to the reclassification.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the reclassification of 
Jason Steuber from Highway Maintenance Specialist at Grade 11 Step 7 at $28.45 per hour to 
Heavy Equipment Operator at Grade 12 Step 7 at $31.48 per hour, effective January 1, 2022.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins noted that Leigha Johnson, Human Resources Director, along with the Personnel 
Committee, recommends the hire of Michelle Nelson to the position of Children’s and Young 
Adult Librarian.  Higgins noted a tentative start date is January 31, 2022 and is contingent upon 
satisfactory background check(s). 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire of Michelle Nelson 
to the position of Children’s and Young Adult Librarian at Grade 12 Step 1 at $24.06 per hour 
with a tentative start date of January 31, 2022; and is contingent upon satisfactory background 
check(s).  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins presented and reviewed various personnel requests for the Martin County Sheriff’s Office 
including: 
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The hire/promotion of Benjamin Johnson to Emergency Management Director.  Higgins noted 
Johnson is currently a Corrections Officer at Grade 12 Step 8 at $32.72 per hour.  Promotion is 
recommended to be placed at Grade 14 Step 4 at $32.49 per hour at a start date yet to be 
determined; and to consider filling the vacancy of a full-time Corrections Officer. 
 
After review and discussion pertaining to Grade 14 Step 4 pay rate at $32.49 per hour, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the hire and promotion of Benjamin 
Johnson to Emergency Management Director in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, at Grade 14 
Step 4 at $32.49 per hour, at a start date yet to be determined.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment to fill a full-
time Corrections Officer position in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Jeff Markquart, Martin County Sheriff, was present to recommend recruitment to hire an Assistant 
Jail Administrator position.  Markquart noted this position has been vacant for a number of years 
and find the need to fill this vacancy. 
 
Commissioner Koons noted the Personnel Committee has been working with Dr. Tessia Melvin 
(DDA) on the Assistant Jail Administrator job description and recommends recruitment. 
 
After review and discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment to fill an 
Assistant Jail Administrator position in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins noted the Martin County Sheriff’s Office is requesting to hire one additional new full-
time Corrections Officer.  This additional position is not in the current budget; but, will be absorbed 
by the current Sheriff’s Office budget.   
 
Markquart noted with numerous medical absences this year and that one of our part-time people 
has been on temporary full-time for over a year we feel it will be more cost effective to have a full-
time position to fill in those places. 
 
After review and discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire of one additional 
new full-time Corrections Officer position in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Higgins next noted the Sheriff’s Office requests recruitment for part-time Corrections Officers for 
placing on an eligibility list to fill such part-time vacancies as they occur. 



8 
 

Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize recruitment for part-time 
Corrections Officers to be placed on an eligibility list to fill such part time vacancies as they occur 
in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Markquart noted interviews have been completed with all employees eligible to fill a sergeant 
vacancy in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Markquart recommends the promotion of Deputy 
Matt Owens to Patrol Sergeant. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the hire and promotion of 
Matt Owens to Patrol Sergeant in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, at Grade 16 Step 5 at $39.56 
per hour, with a tentative start date of January 16, 2022.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins noted the Martin County Sheriff’s Office has received and accepted the retirement 
resignation of Steven Moller, full-time Corrections Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, 
and asks the Board to do the same; and to authorize recruitment to fill a full-time corrections officer 
vacancy. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby accept the resignation/retirement of Steven 
Moller, full-time Corrections Officer in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office, effective January 31, 
2022; and authorize recruitment to fill a full-time Corrections Officer vacancy.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Higgins noted the Martin County Sheriff’s Office requests recruitment to fill a part-time 
Administrative Secretary II vacancy. 
 
After review and discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize the recruitment to fill a 
part-time Administrative Secretary II vacancy in the Martin County Sheriff’s Office.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Markquart presented a Martin County Jail update including twenty-six (26) in-house, one (1) in 
Jackson County, one (1) in Nobles County, and seven (7) on Electronic Home Monitoring (EHM). 
 
Higgins noted you have before you the revisions of the Emergency COVID Leave Policy for non-
union employees that have not already exhausted their allotment of COVID emergency paid sick 
leave (80 hours), which has expired as of December 31, 2021, to extend the policy expiration date 
to January 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022.  Higgins went on to note the Personnel Committee 
has reviewed and recommends approval for the proposed policy changes. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, after careful consideration of the proposed revisions to 
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the Martin County Interim Policy – Workplace Preparedness Plan related to the COVID 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave, and due to the expiration of the Emergency Paid Sick Leave as of 
December 31, 2021, and due to the continuing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, and upon the 
recommendation of the County Personnel Committee, hereby approve the revisions to the 
aforementioned Policy for continuation of the COVID-19 Emergency Paid Sick Leave through 
March 31, 2022 for non-union employees with remaining balances under the Emergency Paid Sick 
Leave, effective January 1, 2022.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins briefly presented and reviewed a draft of Interim Policy 2021-06: MN OSHA Emergency 
Temporary Standard Vaccination and COVID Testing/Face-covering Policy in preparation for that 
mandate and to look at setting the deadline for collection of employee vaccination status. The 
board will need to decide on how  the weekly testing will be handled for unvaccinated workers 
and whether the county or the individual employee will pay for the weekly testing. 
 
Discussion ensued pertaining to the low number of employees that have reported their vaccination 
status to the Human Resources Director; estimated costs associated with COVID testing; allow 
testing versus mandating vaccinations; information emailed to all employees in a timely manner; 
if vaccination status is not reported to or received by the Human Resources Director the assumption 
is that you are unvaccinated; and consequences of not complying with vaccination status reporting 
deadline. 
 
After review and discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and implement the deadline of January 
10, 2022 by 5:00 p.m. for all employees, including elected officials, both vaccinated and 
unvaccinated, to provide the Human Resources Department with their vaccination status related to 
COVID-19; as directed by the Martin County Board of Commissioners.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins presented and reviewed a resolution establishing a Human Resources Department.  
Higgins noted the Personnel Committee has reviewed and is recommending the establishment of 
a separate County Human Resources Department.  This would include the appointment of Leigha 
Johnson, Human Resources Director, as the Department Head and establishing a separate budget, 
and to hold the duties as assigned by the Board.   
 
Discussion ensued pertaining to establishing this separate department has been a long-time goal of 
the Personnel Committee and has had much discussion on the duties and  job description, 
classification of the position, separate office operations and  budget.  
 
After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign 
resolution establishing a Martin County Human Resources (Personnel) Department. 
 
R-#13/’22 
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MARTIN COUNTY ESTABLISHING A HUMAN RESOURCES (PERSONNEL) 
DEPARTMENT 

 
  WHEREAS, Martin County has historically operated without a specific Human 
Resources (Personnel) Department, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the creation of such a Department is necessary and a practical and 
beneficial use of current staff and resources, and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Director of Human Resources is currently providing and responsible 
for all duties as listed in Minnesota Statute 375.60, and  
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 375.56 grants County Board the authority by resolution 
to adopt a Personnel Department, and 

 
WHEREAS, by the creation of a Personnel Department, designation and responsibilities 

of duties specific to all aspects of personnel management and human resources will be clarified 
and improved with said action,  
  

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that Martin County by and through its Board of 
Commissioners resolves the following: 
 
Effective January 4, 2022, under the authority granted by Minnesota Statute 375.56 hereby 
creates the Department of Personnel, with the Director of Human Resources to serve as the 
Personnel Director; and authorize and establish a separate Human Resources budget; and 
authorize the Human Resources Director to update applicable Martin County Personnel policies 
to reflect the change in designation of Personnel Director.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, said resolution was duly 
passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
                                                                   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
      Scott Higgins, County Coordinator                                                                 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Forshee, Smith, Flohrs, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Higgins presented and reviewed annual organizational resolutions for Board consideration and 
approval including: 
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 Machine Signed Signatures and Depository Designations 
 Employee Expenses (Mileage Reimbursement at $0.585 cents/mile effective January 1, 

2022; and max per day meal allowance of $30) 
 Hand Labor Hourly Rate 
 Pocket Gopher Bounty 
 Designation of Public Notice Posting & Facility for CY2022 
 Authority to make Electronic Funds Transfers for CY2022 
 Auditor Warrant Policy for CY2022 
 Out of State Travel for Elected Officials for CY2022 

 
After review and consideration, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, 
 
R-#1/’22 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 

MACHINE-SIGNED SIGNATURES AND DEPOSITORY DESIGNATIONS 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the banks listed below are designated depositaries of Martin County.  
  
Profinium Financial     Farmers State Bank of Trimont/Dunnell 
State Bank of Fairmont    Bank Midwest 
Farmers State Bank of Trimont   Triumph State Bank  
Profinium Financial of Truman    Multi Bank Securities 
Ormsby State Bank     Welcome State Bank 
State Bank of Ceylon     First Farmers and Merchants  
Wells Fargo Advisors     CCF Bank 
Profinium Wealth Planning/Cetera Investments MAGIC Fund – PFM 
St. Clair Bank 
  
It is thereby requested, authorized and directed to honor checks, drafts or other orders for the 
payment of money drawn in this County’s name, including those drawn to the individual order of 
any person or persons whose name or names appear thereon as signer or signers thereof, when 
bearing or purporting to bear the facsimile signatures(s) or signatures of any of the following: 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Jessica Korte, Auditor/Treasurer 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Board Chair 
 
And the above-named banks shall be entitled to honor and to charge Martin County for all such 
checks, drafts or other orders, regardless of by whom or by what means the facsimile signature or 
signatures thereon may have been affixed thereto if such facsimile signature or signatures resemble 
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the facsimile specimens duly certified to or filed with Profinium Financial by the Clerk of the 
Board or other Officer of Martin County. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any and all resolutions heretofore adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners of this County and certified to Profinium Financial or other institutions listed 
above as governing the operation of this corporation’s account(s) with it be and are hereby 
continued in full force and effect, except as the same may be supplemented or modified by the 
foregoing part of this resolution. 
 
Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, made motion and unanimously carried 
this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed by name as Clerk of the Board and have 
caused the County seal of Martin County to be hereunto affixed this 4th day of January, 2022. 
  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
            Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
I, Scott Higgins, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners do hereby certify that at a regular meeting 
of the Martin County Board of Commissioners duly and regularly called, and held at the office of 
Martin County on 4th day of January, 2022, there being a quorum of said Board present, the 
following resolution was unanimously passed as appears from the records of Martin County and 
is now in full force and effect. 
 
WITNESS my hand officially and the official seal of the County on January 4, 2022. 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Forshee, Smith, Koons, Flohrs, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, 
 
R-#2/’22 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 

EMPLOYEE EXPENSES: 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that all County employees be authorized to be reimbursed the sum consistent 
with IRS allowable rate, and this rate will remain in place for 2022 for travel on official business 
by private transportation at the Internal Revenue announced mileage rate of $0.585 cents per mile 
effective January 1, 2022, and be further reimbursed for such other expenses as are necessarily and 
actually incurred on official business during the year 2022. 
 
BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that there be a maximum per day meal allowance of $30.   
 
FOREGOING, was upon motion made by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner 
Forshee, and unanimously carried, duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022.   
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Flohrs, Forshee, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, 
 
R-#3/’22 
 

RESOLUTION FOR LABOR HOURLY RATES IN CONNECTION 
WITH JUDICIAL AND COUNTY DITCH MINOR 

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 
 

 RE IT RESOLVED that Martin County as drainage authority for Judicial and County 
ditches receives request from landowners to do minor repairs and maintenance themselves and to 
be compensated by the drainage system.  That such minor repairs and maintenance are often 
done when time is of the essence and contractors are not readily available.  In addition, such 
minor repairs and maintenance results in repairs being done in a timely manner and often at a 
reduced cost. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Martin County will pay at a rate of $12.00 
per hour for hand labor done by landowners in connection with minor repairs and maintenance to 
judicial and county ditch systems for the year 2022 and be it resolved that a maximum of $20.00 
per hour be set for tractor and loader or skid loader and $15.00 per day and $7.50 per half day for 
chainsaw, and be it resolved that such payments are under the following specific conditions: 
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1. That those conducting the work are not employees of the County; 
2. That those workers specifically understand and agree that they are not covered by 

Worker’s Compensation Insurance through the County; 
3. That any damage to equipment used is the sole responsibility of the owner, sole-

proprietor and/or operator and is not the responsibility of Martin County; 
4. That those individuals who conduct any type of work in connection with Judicial 

or County Ditch Drainage Systems are required, to file with the county, before 
any work commences, a Certificate of Insurance of all the required coverage’s 
and limits of coverage as recommended by the county’s insurer, the Minnesota 
Counties Intergovernmental Trust (MCIT), including “products/completed 
operations” coverage with length of time to be determined by the County; and that 
the Certificate of Insurance must be signed by the authorized insurer defining 
coverage, and include a 60 day written Notice to Cancel, Suspend or Reduce of all 
required coverage’s, and that the County of Martin, MN be named as additional 
insured.  

5. That a Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement, along with all their 
required documents, must be signed by those doing the work before any work 
commences on the drainage systems.  The worker shall hold harmless and 
indemnify the County for any claims of any nature resulting from work being 
done on the county or judicial drainage systems. 

6. That a W-9 shall be provided; 
7. That no work shall be done on county or judicial ditch systems without the above 

requirements being met and without specific authorization of the Martin County 
Ditch Authority; 

8. That upon completion of any minor repairs or maintenance to the judicial or 
county ditch system, a specific written description of the work and location of 
work done shall be submitted to the ditch authority for filing in the proper ditch 
file.  That no payment shall be made until all requirements are met. 

9. All necessary documents above described must be filed with the Martin County 
Auditor/Treasurers Office before any work commences on the county judicial or 
county drainage systems.  

 
Upon a Motion made by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, and 
unanimously carried; 
 
Said Resolution was adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
                Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
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Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Forshee, Flohrs, Smith, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, 
 
R-#4/’22 

RESOLUTION 
 

POCKET GOPHER BOUNTY: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by this Board of Martin County Commissioners that a bounty of one dollar 
($1.00) be placed on each Pocket Gopher destroyed in the County of Martin during the year 2022 
pursuant to M.S.A. 1957 Section 348.12 and same be paid from General Revenue Fund of the 
County upon proper certified claims with the County Auditor/Treasurer and according to other 
procedures as so fixed by Statutes. 
 
UPON, motion made by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, and 
unanimously carried, foregoing was duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Forshee, Smith, Koons, Flohrs, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, 

 
R-#5/’22 

 
Resolution Relating to Designation of Public Meeting Notice Posting and Facility for CY2022 

   
WHEREAS, the Martin County Board of Commissioners, in carrying out their official functions 
during the year 2022, will hold numerous and varied meetings to consider the business of Martin 
County government in various places in and about Martin County; and, 
  
WHEREAS, it is the expressed intent of the Martin County Board of Commissioners to hold such 
meetings in an open and public forum; and, 
  
WHEREAS, it is the expressed interest of the Martin County Board of Commissioners to provide 
notification of said meetings: 
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 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Martin County Board of Commissioners that the 
county bulletin board located outside of the Commissioners meeting room on the first floor of the 
Courthouse is hereby designated as the public notification facility of all county meetings involving 
the Martin County Board of Commissioners and its various committees. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Coordinator be directed to post notices of all 
meetings in sufficient time prior to said meeting to allow adequate public notice. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to each Department 
Director of Martin County and posted on the official bulletin board. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, resolution duly passed and 
adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
                                                                                     
                                                                               BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
             MARTIN COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 
             ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Smith, Flohrs, Forshee, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, 
 
R-#6/’22 

RESOLUTION 
AUTHORITY TO MAKE 

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERS TO 
MARTIN COUNTY AUDITOR/TREASURER 

 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 471.38, allows for the use of electronic fund transfer as a means 
of making various payments; and 
 
WHEREAS, a local government may make an electronic funds transfer for the following: 

a. For a claim for a payment from an imprest payroll bank account or investment of excess 
money; 

b. For a payment of tax or aid anticipation certificates; 
c. For a payment of contributions to pension or retirement fund; 
d. For vendor payments; and 
e. For payment of bond principal, bond interest and a fiscal agent service charge from the 

debt redemption fund. 
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WHEREAS, the County board shall annually delegate the authority to make electronic funds 
transfers to the county treasurer. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners delegates 
the authority to make electronic funds transfers in 2022 to Jessica Korte, Martin County 
Auditor/Treasurer, and/or the Martin County Auditor/Treasurer’s designated representative(s) to 
make electronic funds transfers in 2022. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the county treasurer will: 

a. Provide copy of this resolution to the disbursing bank; 
b. Provide a list of all transactions made by electronic fund transfer to the county board at its 

next regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Forshee, seconded by Commissioner Flohrs, and 
unanimously carried, said resolution was duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Board Chair 
 
ATTEST:______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I, Scott Higgins, County Coordinator, hereby attest that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted 
by the Martin County Board of Commissioners on the 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Smith, Flohrs, Forshee, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, 
 
R-#7/’22 

Martin County, Minnesota 
Auditor Warrant Policy 

 
Purpose:  The County board shall annually delegate the authority to approve Auditor Warrants to 
the Martin County Auditor/Treasurer. 
 
The following is a list of items approved to be paid by Auditor’s warrants in 2022: 
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Board approved contracts 
Utilities (including garbage and telephone) 
Payroll (including withholdings, taxes and benefits) 
Postage 
Flexible Benefit Plan reimbursements 
Health insurance premiums and claims 
Banking transactions (fund transfers, CD purchases, money market purchases, NSF checks, agency 
transfers) 
Debt payments 
Tax settlements 
Court ordered payments 
Payments from grant funds previously authorized by Board action 
Library Board bills 
Extension appropriations 
Maintenance contracts 
Training and conference registrations (when required in advance) 
Overpayment refunds 
Reissue Voids 
Payments to Other Governmental Entities 
Sewer Loan Contract Payments 
Lease payments 
Any other transactions specifically authorized by Minnesota Statute 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, said policy resolution was 
duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Forshee, Smith, Koons, Flohrs, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Smith, 
 
R-#9/’22 

RESOLUTION REGARDING OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL 
BY MARTIN COUNTY ELECTED OFFICIALS (2022) 
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WHEREAS, the 2005 regular session of the Minnesota State Legislature has mandated that every 
County develop and approve, by a recorded vote, an Out-of-State Travel Policy for its applicable 
elected officials (Minnesota Statutes 471.661); and 
 
WHEREAS, the elected officials for Martin County affected by this statutory requirement are the 
five (5) County Commissioners, Sheriff, Attorney, Auditor/Treasurer, and Recorder; and 
 
WHEREAS, each of the elected officials have different statutory duties which require the elected 
officials to seek ongoing education and training, as well as to receive updated information and 
technical expertise; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following Out-of-State Travel Policy shall apply 
for all Martin County Elected Officials beginning January 1, 2022: 
 
1. Each elected official shall determine when travel out of the state is appropriate, and in the 

interest of the office they hold; is in the interest of the citizens of Martin County; and is in 
the interest of good County Government. 

2. Expenses when traveling out of state shall be limited to: 
a. Actual transportation costs incurred by the official (i.e., mileage/airfare/parking); 
b. Actual lodging costs incurred by the official (i.e., room rental, parking, etc.); 
c. Actual meal expenses incurred by the official, provided, however, that a receipt 

shall be required and reimbursement shall not exceed the County approved rate; 
d. Event conference, seminar or educational program registration or admittance fee 

actually incurred. 
3. Elected officials shall notify the County Coordinator, at least three weeks in advance, by 

letter or e-mail of their intended travel out of state, to include the purpose of the trip, a list 
of the expenses, and how all expenses will be paid for.   

4.       Approval of the Out-of-State Travel Request must be approved by the majority of the County 
Board. The action by the board shall specify any limits imposed on the out-of-state travel 
expenses and document any anticipated payment of expenses by third parties. Additionally, 
any travel related expenses to be reimbursed by third parties must be verified directly from 
the third party prior to payment of expenses for the same travel. 

5.         Transportation expenses are limited to the lesser of mileage or airfare. 
6. Travel out-of-state within a 150-mile radius of Fairmont, MN is exempt from approval. 
 
This Out-of-State Travel Policy shall be available for public inspection upon request and shall be 
reviewed annually by the Martin County Board of Commissioners. 
 
Motion was made by Koons, seconded by Smith, and unanimously carried, for the adoption of said 
resolution. 
 
Dated this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
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       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
     Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Forshee, Flohrs, Smith, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Higgins noted the County Board is required per MN Statutes to set dates and times for regularly 
conducted Board meetings and that traditionally the Board has met the first and third Tuesday of 
each month in the Commissioners Board Room in the Martin County Courthouse at 9:00 a.m.   
 
After review and discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Koons, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve the regularly scheduled Martin County 
Commissioner meeting dates, times, and locations for 2022. 
 

2022 – County Board of Commissioners Regularly Scheduled  
Meeting Dates, Times, and Location 

 
JANUARY - January 4, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- January 18, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
FEBRUARY - February 1, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- February 15, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
MARCH - March 1, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- March 15, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
APRIL  - April 5, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- April 19, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
MAY  - May 3, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- May 17, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
JUNE  - June 7, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- June 21, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
JULY  - July 5, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room  

- July 19, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
AUGUST - August 2, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- August 16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
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SEPTEMBER - September 6, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
- September 20, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

 
OCTOBER - October 4, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- October 18, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
NOVEMBER - November 1, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

- November 15, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
 
DECEMBER - December 6, 2022 TRUTH-IN-TAXATION, 6:00 p.m. Board Room  

- December 6, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 
- December 20, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room 

 
Carried unanimously. 
 
Higgins noted whenever donations to the County are received, the Board must give its approval of 
acceptance for these donations.  Higgins went on to note the County received the listed donations 
in 2021 for the following County programs: 
 
 The Martin County Victim Witness Program  $400.00 
 Martin County Veterans Service Office  $2,465.00 

 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign 
resolution to approve and accept donations received in 2021 for the Martin County Victim Witness 
Program and Martin County Veterans Service Office. 
 
R-#11/’22 

RESOLUTION 
APPROVING AND ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR CY2021 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 465.03, the County shall by resolution of the 
governing body adopted by a two-thirds majority of its members accept a grant or devise of real 
or personal property and maintain such property for the benefit of its citizens in accordance with 
the terms prescribed by the donor. 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Victim Witness Program has received donations from: 
 
 Truman Westford Waverly Community Chest $   400.00 
 
WHEREAS, the Martin County Veterans Service Office has received donations from: 
  

Mike & Nadine Gatewood    $     20.00    
 DAV South Central Chapter #32   $   200.00 
 Robert Maday      $1,000.00  
 DAV South Central Chapter #32   $   250.00 
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 Beverly & Donald Meyer    $     50.00 
 Tom & Sue Gallagher     $     50.00 
 Cash – Sweet Financial Event   $   190.00 
 Anonymous      $   100.00 
 Tom & Bonita Johanneck    $   100.00 
 Robert & Lisa Ryan     $   100.00 
 John Kasper      $     50.00 
 Mike & Nadine Gatewood    $     30.00 
 Janet Nielsen      $     25.00 
 Roger & Julie Hendrickson    $     25.00 
 Doug Borchardt     $     25.00 
 Sonja Olson      $     20.00 
 Ronald Sandersfeld     $     20.00 
 Sharon Rasmussen     $     10.00 
 W. James & Marilyn Rock    $   200.00    
       $2,465.00     
           
WHEREAS, the Martin County Victim Witness Program wishes to accept these donations and 
utilize them to serve victims of general crime; and the Martin County Veterans Service Office 
wishes to accept these donations and utilize them for the purchase of a veterans service van.   
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby 
accepts the listed donations to be used to serve victims of general crime for the Martin County 
Victim Witness Program; and accepts the listed donations to be used towards the purchase of a 
veterans service van for the Veterans Service Office.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, said resolution was duly 
passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
       BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Flohrs, Forshee, Smith, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
Higgins noted commissioner and certain other officials are appointed to serve one-year terms 
expiring December 31, 2021 on designated Standing Committees.  The Board has had an 
opportunity to review the list of committee assignments and may choose to either continue serving 
on their respective committees or switch committees between fellow commissioners. 
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After discussion, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign 
resolution listing the 2022 Martin County Board Standing Committee Assignments as presented. 
 

R-#10/’22            RESOLUTION 
APPOINTING COMMISSIONERS AND OTHER COUNTY OFFICIALS 

TO BOARDS AND COMMITTEES FOR THE YEAR 2022 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Martin, Minnesota, that the Commissioners and certain 
other officials are hereby appointed to serve for one-year terms expiring on December 31, 2021 on the designated Standing Committees 
as attached; and 
 

    2022 – MARTIN COUNTY BOARD 
STANDING COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 

ELLIOT BELGARD – FIRST DISTRICT:   JAMES FORSHEE – SECOND DISTRICT: 
AMC Delegate/Public Safety     AMC Delegate/General Government 
Aquatic Invasive Species Advisory Committee   Aquatic Invasive Species Advisory Committee 
Building Committee      Broadband Steering Committee  
Community Corrections      Bureau 14 
County Budget Committee      County GASB Committee 
District One Ditch Authority     County Insurance Committee 
EDA Commission      County Solid Waste Committee 
F/M Human Services Board     District Two Ditch Authority 
F/M Joint Transit Board      F/M Human Services Board 
Highway 15 Coalition      F/M Joint Transit Board, Executive Committee 
MCIT Delegate       Labor Management Committee 
Personnel Committee      Law Library Board 
Planning and Zoning Commission     Martin County Parks/Trail Committee, Delegate 
Prairieland Joint Powers Board     Prairieland Joint Powers Board 
Region 9 Delegate      South Central Workforce Council Joint Powers Board 
South Central EMS Committee, Delegate    State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP), Delegate 
Regional Radio Board/PSAP/ARMER, Delegate   Transit Advisory Committee (TAC) 
SBDC Partnership Board    
South Central HRA Board       
Transit Advisory Committee (TAC)            
Veterans Memorial Committee 

            
KATHY SMITH – THIRD DISTRICT:    RICHARD KOONS – FOURTH DISTRICT: 
AMC Delegate/Environment & Natural Resources   AMC Delegate/Transportation 
AMC/Soil and Water Conservation District Joint Work Group  Broadband Steering Committee 
Building Committee      Community Corrections 
Bureau 14       County Budget Committee 
ARPA Committee      County Highway Liaison 
Community Center Feasibility Commission    Des Moines River Watershed 1W1P, Delegate 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Delegate    District Four Ditch Authority 
County Insurance Committee     EDA Commission 
County Water Plan Committee     F/M Human Services Board 
District Three Ditch Authority     F/M Joint Transit Board  
F/M Human Services Board     Library Board, Alternate 
F/M Joint Transit Board      Martin County Parks/Trail Committee, Alternate 
Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance (GBERGA), Alternate MN Extension Committee, Delegate 
Justice Center Study Committee     Personnel Committee 
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Kinship of Martin County      Prairieland Joint Powers Board, Executive Committee 
Labor Management Committee     Technology Committee (GIS) 
Martin County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition   Transportation Liaison 
Prairieland Joint Powers Board     Veterans Memorial Committee 
Rural Minnesota Energy Board, Alternate    ARPA Committee 
Safety Committee         
Technology Committee (GIS) 
ARPA Committee         
 
STEVE FLOHRS – FIFTH DISTRICT:    SCOTT HIGGINS: 
AMC Delegate/Health & Human Services    AMC Agricultural Advisory Committee 
AMC Extension Committee, Delegate    Building Committee 
Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Committee    Compensation Advisory Committee 
County Highway Liaison      County Budget Committee 
County Water Plan Committee     County Insurance Committee  
Des Moines River Watershed 1W1P, Alternate   EDA Commission Staff 
District Five Ditch Authority     Justice Center Study Committee 
Drug Court Representative      Labor Management Committee 
Fairmont Chamber Agri-Business     Martin County Broadband Committee 
F/M Human Services Board     Personnel Committee 
F/M Joint Transit Board      Safety Committee 
Greater Blue Earth River Basin Alliance (GBERBA), Delegate Small Business Stimulus Funding Committee 
Justice Center Study Committee     Wellness Committee 
Library Board, Delegate        
MN Extension Committee, Alternate 
Minnesota Valley Action Council 
Prairieland Joint Powers Board 
South Central EMS Committee, Alternate 
Regional Radio Board/PSAP/ARMER, Alternate 
Rural Minnesota Energy Board, Delegate 
Safety Committee 
Soil & Water Conservation District Liaison (SWCD) 
State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP), Alternate 
Traverse des Sioux Library Board 
Watonwan River Watershed 1W1P 

 
WHEREAS, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to each appointee and the sponsoring agency, 
where appropriate, by the County Coordinator. 
 
On a Motion by Commissioner Flohrs, seconded by Commissioner Smith, resolution was duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 
2022. 
 
                                    BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
                                        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
                                                               ______________________________ 
                                                                                                                            Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
       Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
 

 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Koons, Forshee, Smith, Flohrs, and Belgard.  NAYS:  None.  
Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
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Higgins presented and reviewed newspaper bids received and opened at the December 21, 2021 
Board meeting.  Higgins noted newspaper bids will be based on specs including the cost per 
column inch, circulation number, and cost of insert for financial statements.  Higgins next reviewed 
summary information pertaining to newspaper bids that have been received since 2019 to present 
and total dollars spent at each of the newspapers for advertising, publication of notices, etc.  
Higgins went on to note it appears that the Martin County Star is the low bid.  
 

2022 Newspaper Bids Received 
 

 Truman 
Tribune 

Fairmont 
Sentinel 

Fairmont 
Photo Press 

Martin 
County Star 

Publication of Official Notices per column inch $4.50 $7.25 $7.25 $4.00 
Second Publication of Financial Statement $0.05 $0.05 $0.05 $0.08 
Number of Subscribers residing in Martin County 827 2,750 

plus 
4,400 for 
Sentinel 
Plus 

9,764 512 

Much discussion ensued pertaining to online options with the Martin County Star, circulation of 
bidding newspapers, transparency, and county attorney opinion per State Statute requirement on 
legal newspaper bid award. 
 
After further discussion,    
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve and authorize Board Chair to sign 
resolution awarding the official newspaper bid and designating the Martin County Star as the 
Official Newspaper for the year 2022. 
 
R – #8/’22 

Resolution Awarding the Official Newspaper Bid and  
Designating the Martin County Star as the Official Newspaper for the Year 2022 

 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Martin, 
Minnesota, that pursuant to the opening of bids on printing for the year 2022 on December 21, 2021, and 
subsequent review thereof, the Martin County Star, be and hereby designated as the Official Newspaper 
for Martin County for the year 2022, for the purposes and at the rates as set forth as follows: 
 

• Publication of Official Notices $4.00 per column inch      
• Second Publication of Financial Statement $0.08 
 

The Martin County Star has a certified circulation of 512 subscribers residing in Martin County. 
        

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
       MARTIN COUNTY 
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       ______________________________ 
       Board Chair 
 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
    Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
 
Roll Call AYES:  Commissioners Flohrs, Forshee, Koons, and Belgard.  NAYS:  Commissioner 
Smith.  Resolution duly passed and adopted this 4th day of January, 2022. 
 
The Board reviewed Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT Transactions to be paid January 4, 
2022. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, Be It Resolved that the 
Martin County Board of Commissioners, hereby approve Warrants, Auditor Warrants, and EFT 
Transactions to be paid on January 4, 2022.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Warrants received and paid January 4, 2022, are registered on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office 
as follows: 
 
Revenue Fund – Warrants Approved January 4, 2022   $368,267.69 
Martin County Economic Development Fund    $    1,727.00 
Recorder’s Technology Fund       $    2,250.00 
Building-CIP-Fund        $119,947.29 
Human Service Building Fund      $       125.00 
         Total $492,316.98 
 
No action taken to ratify Auditor Warrants and EFT Transactions paid on December 30, 2021. 
 
The Board reviewed the November 2021 Financial Statement. 
 
Dennis Janssen, Citizen, was present to address the Board noting due to the County’s lack of 
transparency he is seeking information and answers regarding the County’s vaccination mandate 
relating to COVID; the new jail; and the courthouse dome and roof repair. 
 
Janssen noted my opinion, and I guess I haven’t seen much on this, is if you’re going to make 
somebody get a shot and make it mandatory, I think actually I know from personal knowledge that 
people that have had shots are just as contagious or can be as people that don’t have the shots.  
 
Chairman Belgard noted we have not mandated that employees have to get a shot.  We mandated 
vaccination or testing.  So, we’ve mandated testing not vaccinations.  We’ve heard all the 
arguments.  Obviously unvaccinated people get COVID, vaccinated people get COVID, boostered 
people get COVID, people wearing masks get COVID, and some people don’t do anything and 
don’t get COVID.  We understand that portion of it.   
 
Janssen noted and probably the only way to cure all of those would just be mandatory testing for 
everybody.  
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Chairman Belgard continued the County is following the OSHA mandate.  We’re going by what 
we have to do and we have to do one option or the other.  We have to vaccinate and terminate or 
vaccinate and test.  Those are the only two options we had and we chose to vaccinate and test.  Our 
county attorney has advised us we don’t have an option and so that is the course we have chosen. 
 
Janssen noted I’m just trying to get information.  The other thing is the new jail.  Evidently there 
is not a lot of information out there other than this has been bid a long time ago.  Does anybody 
have an idea of what the real cost of this is going to be at this time with the cost of materials and 
everything going up. 
 
Commissioner Smith noted she serves on the Justice Center Committee. The County has been 
working on this last proposal for the proposed jail since 2016 and the County has received $2.167 
million dollars from the legislature for design of this facility so that we will know what we are 
looking at for cost.  And, you’re right, one of the things that is really important is the inflation 
figure.  Things are going up.  And, that has been figured into the cost and we have a budget and 
we’re sticking to that budget.  With inflation it is going to increase a little bit; but other than that, 
we are sticking to the budget.  And, we are pursuing bonding money from the State to help us with 
this. 
 
Janssen noted I guess I didn’t know that this was going on since 2016.  And I don’t think very 
many people in the County know that. 
 
Commissioner Smith noted actually it has been worked on for 14 years.  It has been going on a 
long time. 
 
Janssen continued but in the current situation from what I can see nobody hears it.  Nobody knows 
what’s going on and that’s why there are concerns.  At this point I’ll drop that one and move on to 
the other part.  It is about the County’s money.  It’s the redoing the building here and that when 
this was done did you have someone come in...an engineer or somebody that came in and looked 
at the whole thing and said this is what this needs. 
 
Commissioner Smith noted yes. 
 
Janssen continued okay and now are they responsible for what they...obviously they’re responsible 
for what they tell you needs to be fixed.  You hire people to do this and then it goes on.  And I 
don’t know anything about this other than you know it is all hearsay and maybe you can refresh 
my memory here since I don’t know is now we have an issue with leakage or something?   
 
Chairman Belgard noted so we started out with an engineer looking at it from ISG Inc. in Mankato, 
MN, and we looked at the dome okay we had some serious, serious issues with the dome.  Very 
serious to the point where it was getting almost dangerous.  So, we hired an engineering firm and 
they put together the roof, dome, this is what we think it is going to cost.  That being said, as they 
tear into it, they find things.  The dome is 116 years old.  Now, you’ve kind of went to the point 
of no return because you’re already torn apart now you find something...maybe there was asbestos 
that you didn’t know was there but they found it when they tore something off and there it was 
underneath.  In those 116 years that this building has been sitting here, prior to when we were on 
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the Board, people fixed things and fixed them...who knows if it was the Board who decided how 
to fix it or contractors...they covered up a copper roof up there that we didn’t know was covered 
up, there was just different things that came up.  The concrete decking was bad and we didn’t know 
that.  There was really no way to identify that until they tore the roof off.  So, these things we keep 
finding them and once we find them, we really don’t have much option but to continue going on 
it if we want to save the building. 
 
Janssen inquired so the concrete, none of that was exposed at the time when they did that, they 
never checked that out. 
 
Chairman Belgard noted it wasn’t the whole roof it was portions of the roof and that was not 
obtainable. It’s a long way up there from the outside and not very good access from the inside. 
 
Janssen noted but you guys are supposed to be checking this out to do that.  Isn’t somebody 
responsible for it? 
 
Commissioner Belgard noted I’m not saying we’re happy with it I’m saying this is the hand that 
we were dealt and that’s the way we dealt with it. 
 
Janssen noted but you would think that they would have to have some responsibility in coming up 
with this. I mean this is what they do. 
 
Chairman Belgard noted, I get that.  I was kind of in that business for a long time.  Not working 
on old courthouses, but in the building business, and I understand that if I go to work for you and 
you want me to remodel your living room and we tear it off and it’s all rotten underneath there and 
we didn’t know that...we had no way to know that...that’s kind of basically what we’re talking 
about.  If you tore that wall out then you’re obligated to fix it and it would cost more than you 
thought it was going to cost.  That’s what we’ve run into on a much larger scale. 
 
Janssen noted but now what they’re doing now is that the correct way of doing it or not? 
 
Chairman Belgard noted we’re working on that yet.  We’ve got some drainage issues that we 
haven’t decided yet because we don’t have all of the information yet.  The building drains to the 
interior of the building for 116 years and we don’t know where it came from.  We know where it 
goes into the roof...we don’t even know where it comes out because there’s no basement. We don’t 
know, so  we’re going to televise the drain. The question is do we continue to run that water 
through the building or do we just put a downspout on the exterior of the building. It hasn’t been 
an easy project for us. 
 
Janssen noted right, and I understand,  but you know we are in December. I mean to do it correctly 
maybe it would be best to do this and start it and fix it correctly in April. 
 
Commissioner Belgard noted we just kept running into stuff and they’re still working on it.  
They’ve got it covered up, they’ve got it heated, they’re still working on it. 
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Commissioner Smith noted you know Dennis (Janssen) I can understand what you’re saying about 
the project.  But, for example the roof, there was membrane roof over top of a copper and then 
there was something else under that and then there was the concrete.  So, and who knows why they 
did things when they did them.  We’ve questioned and we’ve kept on top of it as much as we can 
but it’s one of those things like Chairman Belgard said you tear off your roof and there it is and 
we have a wonderful contracted company, Renaissance Roofing, that has been working with us 
and they are from Illinois and they work all over the country with projects like this so we’re very 
comfortable with their work. 
 
Chairman Belgard noted to say there are a lot of companies that do copper domes...there’s not.  
We had several options but we didn’t know that the dome was built with no substructure until the 
engineer found that the copper roof was just built on its own with just thin little copper.  Now 
there’s a substructure underneath it but there wasn’t when it was built 116 years ago.  I get exactly 
what you’re saying...shouldn’t the engineer have found this stuff; shouldn’t the contractor have 
made us aware of it.  I hear you. 
 
Chairman Belgard noted but we’re the financial responsibility of it. 
 
Janssen noted and that’s why we’re here to complain to you basically.  It’s transparency.  
Transparency is huge because I don’t have a clue and it is and you know we’re over on the west 
side and that but it’s like the nice part about and I’m not stumping for the Sentinel or anybody else 
but at the end of the day if I really want a paper at the post office, I can go get a Sentinel.  So, I 
could actually get a paper if I want.  There isn’t any...well other than you know the Martin County 
Stars...some of those come out you get them no matter what and that.  But I’m sorry, the Truman 
paper...the next county over as far as I can see as far as information and stuff and that and it’s like 
people will tell me they need to know what’s going on and if everybody knows what’s going on 
in the County it’s like okay now we know what’s going on. 
 
Chairman Belgard one more thing with regard to the roof repair that we did. The one advantage 
that we do have since other boards before us put it off and put it off and put it off. We decided to 
step in and fix it before it fell down...one of the advantages that we’ve had is that we can bond for 
it at a very, very low interest rate.  So that hopefully impacts the taxpayers a little less than it would 
have years ago.  It’s much like a drainage thing that a farmer is thinking about doing it now because 
they can borrow money cheaper.  That’s maybe the good news if there is any.   
 
Janssen also noted the County has a lot of bridges that are in tough shape and I know one personally 
that’s been at least three years old and it’s been downgraded tonnage every year and a year ago I 
was notified by a phone call from Mr. Splinter that if I drive across this bridge and it caves in, I’m 
responsible for repairing and fixing this bridge.  It’s on the intersection of 30th and 60th.  So that is 
how I was informed about it and this thing has been bad for a long time.  The County Engineer 
was supposed to email me a list... 
 
Commissioner Belgard noted there are township bridges, county bridges, state bridges...there’s a 
list of bridges that are in need of repair.  Kevin (Peyman) has that list and as monies become 
available you know there’s no doubt that it should be fixed or downgraded then if there is no 
money to fix them. 
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Janssen noted and I am on the township board for Lake Fremont and I know we’ve gone through 
these, we stick money into them, we get money from the state and that but you know these have 
been you know...so anyway, that is all I have. 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars of previous and upcoming meetings and activities:  
December 22, 2021 – F-M Joint County Transit meeting and Human Services meeting in Blue 
Earth, MN, meeting with Bob Long; December 24-26, 2021 – Christmas Holiday, courthouse 
closed; December 27, 2021 – Kinship of Martin County meeting; December 28, 2021 – Planning 
and Zoning meeting at 5:30 p.m.; December 29, 2021 – Personnel Committee meeting; December 
31, 2021 through January 2, 2022 – New Year’s Holiday, courthouse closed; January 3, 2022 – 
Department head evaluation, Martin County EDA meeting at 5:15 p.m.; January 4, 2022 – regular 
organizational Board of Commissioners meeting at 9:00 a.m.; January 5, 2022 – Leadership Martin 
County – County Office presentations to group at 2:15 p.m., Martin County Veterans Memorial 
Committee meeting – the Martin County Veterans Memorial Committee is to bring their request 
to install statue silhouettes and all costs involved to the Martin County Board of Commissioners 
before proceeding any further; January 7, 2022 – F-M Joint County Transit Board meeting.  
Nothing can be put out there until the Martin County Board of Commissioners approves first; 
January 11, 2022 – Library Board meeting; January 12, 2022 – Department Director meeting at 
8:30 a.m., Martin County Parks/Trail Committee meeting; January 13, 2022 – Soil and Water 
Committee meeting; January 14, 2022 Prairieland meeting, GBERBA meeting; January 17, 2022 
– Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed – courthouse closed; January 18, 2021 – regular Board of 
Commissioners meeting at 9:00 a.m. – Commissioners Meeting Room – Martin County 
Courthouse. 
 
With no further business to wit, 
 
Motion by Commissioner Koons, seconded by Commissioner Forshee, to adjourn the meeting.  
Carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 11:02 a.m. 
 
        BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
        MARTIN COUNTY, MN 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Elliot Belgard, Board Chair 
ATTEST: ______________________________ 
      Scott Higgins, County Coordinator 
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